Highly efficient and chemoselective reductive bis-silylation of quinones by silyltellurides
Silyltellurides serve as new silicon-based chemoselective reducing agents and reduce quinones to the corresponding bis-silylated hydroquinones. The reaction proceeds under ambient thermal conditions without the need of any additional promoters or catalysts and gives the products in excellent yields. Several control experiments suggest that the reaction is initiated by a single electron transfer from silyltellurides to quinones.